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FURNITURE IMPORTER AND AGENT IRIS PIA HENEKA:
“CHANGING OUR INTERIOR BENEFITS BODY AND SOUL”

Iris Pia Heneka, of furniture importers Heneka & Goldschmidt, lives and works in 
her own showroom, in the vicinity of the P.C. Hooftstraat in Amsterdam. Her web-
site informs us that she imports furniture by suppliers such as b.d Barcelona De-
sign, Wooden Charme, Vest and Karboxx. When asked which of the furniture and 
accessories in her apartment are for sale exactly, the answer is loud and clear: 
“Only my dog Doortje, my art collection and I myself will stay. The rest is for sale.” 
Thuisleven’s Laura Elsman interviewed Iris Pia Heneka, about her love for living 
and lifestyle.

Naturally, a visit to the Heneka & Goldschmidt showroom is by appointment only. 
Obviously, no one can simply step into her living room just like that. And so Iris 
has ample time for her clients, mainly architects, interior designers and renowned 
interior design shops, who love top-quality pieces and unique designs. “My basic 
principle and the reason for ‘ending up’ in this line of work is my eye for quality 
and my passion for beauty. I do not take things for granted. I am a true esthetics 
perfectionist, with an eye for detail. Of course, this implies a critical look at what 
you are selling, but that should be allowed. My clients have to like it, but I only 
sell what I think is really beautiful and good. This way you attract a clientele with 
similar taste and demands. I was born with a finely tuned eye and over the years 
developed an even sharper eye for what I do and do not find attractive. This does 
not make the selection process any easier, but why go for the easy option. People 
know exactly what to expect from me: a surprise, each and every time!”

BREATH OF FRESH AIR
Change is what keeps a person flexible and provides new inspiration, according 
to Iris. “Doing something completely different once in a while benefits body and 
soul. However, that breath of fresh air can also be achieved by introducing subtle 
changes. Of course, I am very much involved in the business, so for me a complete 
transformation of my interior every now and again is the logical thing to do. But 
also setting my profession aside, I like to take a close look at my interior. Changing 
your home is sometimes a matter of daring.” A number of the suppliers’ items are 
certainly daring. The striking pieces by, among others, Salvador Dalí and Antoní 
Gaudí from b.d Barcelona Design are a feast for the eye. “But for me a design does 



not have to be striking in its eccentricity. I love subtle shapes. The Boxx lamps by 
Karboxx for instance I find beautiful because of their simplicity and functionality. 
The matt lacquer has a soft-touch feeling and is therefore velvety to the touch. On 
the other hand, a luscious lamp will provide just that playful effect or grand ges-
ture to a space. It is often the juxtaposition that will intrigue us humans and give 
an interior the right amount of excitement.”

TRANQUILITY AND SPACE
The first-floor apartment at Eerste Constantijn Huygensstraat, with its warm 
brown, matt walls and doors (in the same shade) looks very homely yet elegant. 
In the hallway, attractive lamps provide indirect lighting, guiding the visitors along 
the various rooms. The ceiling in the hallway is vaulted, hiding ugly pipes and pro-
viding a majestic feel to the house. Throughout, the flooring, consisting of nar-
row oak panels, was completely renovated and stained grey out of respect for the 
authentic elements in her home. The creaking floorboards bring the apartment 
to life. “I also restored the original design of the doors, because in my opinion the 
house is perfect as it was once meant to be. So the so-called modern doors dat-
ing from the Seventies and Eighties were removed immediately and replaced by 
made-to-measure doors, which excel in authentic beauty. It is better to create a 
basis, which fits the house. Still, there is no accounting for taste. I do what I per-
sonally find beautiful.”

SPECIAL CONTACTS
Iris sells to exclusive interior design shops such as Wolterinck in Laren, Vos In-
terieur in Groningen and Christian Ouwens in Rotterdam. “Over the course of my 
career of twenty years in the interior design business, you establish special con-
tacts, but even as an experienced importer you will sometimes find yourself lost 
for words. Some years ago, at a cocktail party, I met the most famous designer 
of them all, Philippe Starck, responsible for many world-famous designs, and as 
I shook his hand I said ‘Lovely to meet you, Mister Starck. I do know you, but you 
don’t know me.’ To my amazement, he answered: ‘How could I know you,  I do not 
even know myself?’ I was moved by the man’s modesty.” Also Raf Simons, the 
well-known Belgian fashion designer, can be found in her personal phone direc-
tory. “About ten years ago, I had a great experience working with him. Even then I 
saw that Raf really had a special talent. In the mean time he has become the head 
of fashion label Jil Sander, part of the Prada conglomerate. These are examples 
of people who have embraced the profession. Cooperating and exchanging with 
them inspires me enormously!” 

SETTING THE SCENE
Beauty and attractiveness are in the eye of the beholder. “To me, a lovely big sofa 
is important. I am passionate about films – yet my television is not in the centre 
of the space and I prefer to see it disappear behind a cupboard door once the film 
has finished. Light is another important element in a home. What kind of atmos-
phere do you wish to create, where do you need what kind of light and what sort 



of lamp do you wish to place where in your interior? I myself hung an enormous 
but transparent, modern chandelier in my study. It is a fairly small space and the 
chandelier covers almost the entire ceiling. Yet is does not make my study appear 
smaller. On the contrary, it provides a certain grandeur and spatial effect.”

FREEDOM
According to Heneka, the freedom in your mind to imagine whatever you want is 
important in choosing a (new) interior. “If your mind is filled with work, worries 
about family or friends or a whole list of things that still need doing, the creative 
side of your brain cannot properly do its job. Stress limits our creative process. 
Therefore, I regularly take some time out for myself, in order to let everything fall 
into place. If you do not arrange your mind properly, you certainly will not be able 
to design your home.” For more information, see www.henekagoldschmidt.com

‘People know exactly what to expect from me: a surprise, each and every time!’

‘Light is one of the basic elements with which you define the atmosphere’

‘It is often the juxtaposition that will intrigue us humans’

[captions]

[portrait]
Furniture importer and agent Iris Pia Heneka chooses her interiors with a passion 
for decoration and styling

[showroom]
SHOWTIME vases, yellow and tan, from € 230, designed by Jaime Hayón for b.d 
Barcelona Design

[showroom]
SHOWTIME dining chair, designed by Jaime Hayón, from € 547. Lamp on side-
board, BOXX, designed by Enrico Franzolini, € 225

[showroom]
Paper chair, bought on a whim during a trade air visit in Paris. Paintings by a friend, 
the Dutch artist Rob Raats

[showroom]
BOXX lamp € 225, oil painting by artist Katell Cornelly, whom Iris met when 
spending a holiday travelling in France. Chair SHOWTIME by Jaime Hayón, b.d 
Barcelona Design



[showroom]
Antique Buddah, a present from a client for whom Iris decorated an apartment in 
the Byzantium building in Amsterdam

[showroom]
SHOWTIME chair by Jaime Hayón

[Iris’s office]
The oil painting by friend and artist Ramon Jan Vet, in an homage to Jean Coc-
teau, was swapped by Iris and Ramon for a side table designed for Iris by Raf Si-
mons. She found the fluorescent hoop in a dumpster. The statuette was a present 
from its maker Siemon de Jong (owner of the pastry shop ‘De Taart van m’n Tante’ 
and the well-known TV presenter of the children’s’ program ‘De Toren van Babel’). 
Small portrait of a woman wearing glasses, bought on the streets from an artist. 
The miniature chair is a design by Salvador Dalí

[terrace]
TABLE B, available in various colours and sizes, up to 360 cm long! The model 
featured in the picture is available with a grey leg and a grey aluminum top or in 
all-black. Suitable for indoor and outdoor use, it is standing on Iris’s terrace. De-
signed by Konstantin Grcic for b.d Barcelona Design. Price, as featured, € 3.892.-


