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A warm base: the Amsterdam apartment of Iris Pia Heneka Goldschmidt is the 
ideal showcase for the furniture companies she represents.
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A WARM BASE

She looks and sounds American, but she is German and for 17 years has been 
living in a spacious apartment in Amsterdam, at a stone’s throw from the Von-
delpark. At home with furniture agent and importer Iris Pia Heneka Goldschmidt.

‘I don’t like frills, fussiness or “overly designed” objects, they bore so easily.’

‘It is as if I am underground, I feel like a mole!’ Over the phone her laugh sound-
ed exuberant and at the same time somewhat nervous while the painters were 
busy painting all walls, doors, skirting boards and even the ceilings of her apart-
ment in a warm brown. Two years have past since then and, now, Iris Pia Heneka 
Goldschmidt feels completely at home with – or rather: enormously enthusiastic 
about – her daring choice in colour: ‘Yes, I do get a lot of positive reactions. People 
tend to feel comfortable here quite quickly. That chestnut brown, ‘Wainscot’ by 
Farrow & Ball, is a soothing colour. Dark yes, but certainly not depressing. And to 
give honour where it is due, it was Romeo Sozzi, the owner and chief designer of 
the Italian furniture company Promemoria, who advised this colour: “Tutti mar-
rone!”, he said resolutely.’
Promemoria is one of the exclusive collections which Iris represents as an agent, 
along with the Spanish Bd Ediciones (which carries, among others, designs by 
Antoní Gaudí and Salvador Dalí), Punt Mobles and lighting company Vest. Her 
home is therefore also a showroom for dealers and interior designers. ‘I asked 
Romeo for help, because I was lost. When he suggested ‘Wainscot’, I really had 
to think twice. And when they had finished the first part of the ceiling, I automati-
cally crouched when I walked in – the visual effect was as if the ceiling came down! 
Yet, the ceiling height is 4,30 meters here! But once everything was painted, it all 
came together. I think it is also a very chic colour.’ Her dog Doortje goes well with 
the colour scheme, with her light brown coat and dusty pink nose. Iris named her 
after the artist Dora Maar, one of Picasso’s lovers and muses. As a puppy, Doortje 



was rescued from the debris of war in Mostar by a friend of Iris’ working there for 
War Child.

SRATCHES IN THE TABLETOP 
That the high-spirited owner is also an emotional person is demonstrated in the 
many scuffs on the kitchen tabletop: ‘Oh, yes, my friends are allowed to scratch 
their name or a message. I found the table in a nearby bric-a-brac shop.’ The at-
mosphere in the kitchen differs completely from that of the living room, which 
a friend described as ‘Berlin in the Twenties’. With its turquoise Parisian metro 
tiles (‘unfortunately no longer in production’), old granite flooring and yellow walls 
(“India Yellow” by Farrow & Ball, to be precise) we feel as if we are in an old French 
brasserie. 
Consulting Romeo Sozzi on the colours for her 100 m2 apartment was an excep-
tion to the rule, because this lady knows exactly what she likes and does not like. 
Whether it is about interiors, clothing, jewellery or art. ‘I don’t like frills, fussiness 
or “overly designed” objects, they bore so easily. I enjoy timeless design, it is good 
and it will remain good. Like the lamp over the dining table, ‘Vague Stelle’ by B.D., 
designed in 1983 by Antoni de Morgas for the first brasserie Flo in Barcelona. 
Transparent, yet imposing.’
‘The basics should be right. I always start with refurbishing or renovating. That 
started even in my first own digs. So, getting rid of all sockets and pipes, making 
sure the TV is not in too prominent a position – here, it faces the wall and if I want 
to watch it, I turn it around. Even my sound system is hidden away in a shallow 
closet, but it is hooked up to speakers in the kitchen and bathroom.’
She is also inventive. For instance, she uses a drum kit – ‘a Ludwig drum kit like 
the Beatles used to have. I traded a small cabinet for it with a friend.’- as on oc-
casional table. It might be by the bed as a night table, and next you will find it used 
as a coffee table in the seating area. She had the ceiling in the hallway raised and 
in order to hide some ugly pipes she came up with a niche-like solution, ‘painted 
in Lulworth Blue’. Is she on a PR-mission for Farrow & Ball? As it turns out her pre-
cise knowledge goes with the job: ‘Shouldn’t all information I give out be correct?’

TAROT CARDS
Notably, she started her career as a staff member of the German consulate in 
Amsterdam, having followed her then beloved to the Netherlands. After five years 
she wanted to work part-time, in order to find out what it was she really wanted to 
do. ‘That was quite a struggle, because I was the first to ask for part-time work. 
But I succeeded. And it allowed me to take music and acting classes, I performed 
with by acting coach Frank Sheppard with whom I also did a radio show for an 
Amsterdam pirate station. I did some commercials – I liked the Coca Cola one 
best: “Drink Coca Cola and smile” – and acted in some corporate films. I wanted 
to explore my artistic passions to see if that world would suit me. But the actors 
never had any money; they always had to go home after one beer. I wanted to 
combine creativity and commerciality; I was 34 years old, had always made my 
own money and loved beautiful things and a beautiful home. So, one day I laid out 



the tarot cards and came up with this profession. I had always been so interested 
in interior design – my parents never stopped refurbishing and renovating –  that 
it sort of came naturally. When I haven’t changed anything at home for a while, I 
get itchy, restless. For instance, right now I want to turn the two office spaces for 
my assistant and myself into luxurious rooms and I am thinking about enlarging 
the kitchen window, so that you can look out onto the terrace.’
Doesn’t she want to start working as an interior designer? ‘I did the interior design 
of a 300 m2 apartment here in Amsterdam for a friend of mine, from the floors 
to the pots and pans. It all seems great, but in the end it was 10 percent creativ-
ity and 90 percent organisation. We had weekly meetings with the contractors; 
it was all very professional – as if we were refurbishing a hotel. But maybe I am 
ready for a new challenge. Shall I consult the cards again?’

[captions]

On the mantelpiece a painting by Ramon Jan Vet. Floor lamp, chair and bronze 
table on wheels by Promemoria.

The chestnut colour on the walls, doors and ceiling is ‘Wainscot’ by Farrow & Ball. 
Chair ‘Leda’, table ‘Zoraida’ and floor lamps ‘TMC’ and ‘Olvidada’ are by Bd Edi-
ciones. Sofa ‘Oscar’ is by Promemoria. 

In the hallway chair ‘Bilou Bilou’ by Promemoria, covered in pink leather, and a 
small altar which Iris found in Vietnam. 

Brazilian necklace, souvenir of one of her travels, on a Miu Miu skirt. 

In the kitchen ‘Valentino’ chairs, covered in purple velvet, by Promemoria. The ta-
ble is from a nearby bric-a-brac shop. Over the table hangs the tiny lamp ‘Absolut’ 
by Vest. 

Treats are served on a dish which is part of a service Iris received when she was a 
child as a gift for her First Communion.

All furniture and lamps are designed by Romeo Sozzi for Promemoria, except the 
chandelier ‘Vague Stelle’ by B.D.

Chair ‘Leda’ was designed by Salvador Dalí, in production with Bd Ediciones. Iris 
modelled for Rob Raats’s chalk drawing. 

Brass doorhandle ‘Calvet’, a design by Gaudí and in production with B.D., on two 
bronze dishes by Promemoria. Iris bought the spoon at a French fleamarket and 
the necklace from a jewellery designer in Berlin. 

The sideboard made from African ebony with bronze handle, the leather-covered 



chaise longue ‘Aziza’ and the chair ‘Africa’, Iris selected from the Promemoria col-
lection. 

She purchased the bed linen at Wolterinck in Laren, where they also sell the 
Promemoria furniture. Like the oval, leather-covered night stand and table lamp 
‘Francoise’.


