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Furniture importer and agent Iris Pia Heneka

The home of Iris Pia Heneka, close to the Vondelpark in Amsterdam, is also her 
intimate showroom. In this homely atmosphere, the furniture of the exclusive 
brands she represents – among which Promemoria, Bd Ediciones, Punt Mobles 
– get a personal touch.

Were you always interested in furniture, even as a child?
‘Yes, I would rather buy the Schöner Wohnen than the Donald Duck.’

What was your first ‘project’?
‘When I was a teenager, my parents allowed me to restyle the toilet. I chose a light 
brown suite and canary yellow tiles with chocolate brown grouting. Although it 
exudes the Zeitgeist of the Seventies, the toilet still became a timeless classic.’

Which were the first brands you represented?
‘Two young, talented designers who were unknown at the time, but about whom 
I had high expectations. Meanwhile they have become absolute hits – furniture 
designer Marcel Wanders and Raf Simons, who later became a fashion designer.’

Reveal something surprising about yourself.
‘In the past, out of curiosity and because I thought it would be fun, I did the vocals 
for commercials: “Conimex, eastern cuisine at home” and “Have a coke and a 
smile” for Coca Cola. That commercial was broadcasted worldwide.’

How do you relax?
‘Through yoga. I have a hectic schedule, but I will never miss a yoga class. This 
summer I took a yoga workshop at a beautiful location in Auroville, India. A fan-
tastic experience.’



Which item would never leave your house?
‘The Buddha which, as it should, found its own way to me. Because tradition has 
it that you should never buy a Buddha.’

Does fashion play a part in your life?
‘It is inconceivable to me that, if you enjoy beautiful furniture, you would let fash-
ion pass you by. I am crazy about Jil Sander, Prada and Celine. Bags and shoes by 
Tod’s, Trussardi and Sergio Rossi are irresistible to me.’

What was your latest purchase?
‘In the Museum für Angewandte Kunst in Vienna, I bought an outfit complete with 
walking stick by the young Russian designer Lena Kvadrat. I am sure we will be 
hearing more from her.’

Who are your closest friends?
‘My friend Silvia, a banker, with whom I went to Vietnam in November. Artist Henk 
Elenga. Unfortunately, he now lives in St Petersburg and we don’t get to see each 
other much, but every time we simply pick up where we left of.’

What is friendship to you?
‘Bursting out laughing simultaneously. Without the need for words, but purely 
and simply because you are totally in tune with one another. That’s the difference 
between close friends and acquaintances.’

Where did you get your dog?
‘A friend was performing for WarChild in Mostar. Between the rubble and gar-
bage, she found a mama-dog, with four puppies who were poorly. She made sure 
they got help and took one puppy home. I saw Doortje and immediately knew: this 
is my dog.’ 

How do you spoil yourself?
‘Butler Wim. When I am hosting a party, I hire him so that I can fully commit to 
my guests. Wim is a great personality, he does the shopping, is a great cook and 
spoils everyone.’

How important is food to you?
‘Eating is much more than just nourishment. It is a social thing, it keeps you fit and 
healthy and it often looks great. Take for instance something simple like a caprese 
salad. And I can taste it when a dish has been prepared with love and attention.’

What is on your bedside table?
‘A biography on Salvador Dalí. A genius who could blossom thanks to his wife 
Leda. He was also a bit of a Macchiavelli. He managed to manipulate a meeting 
with the Spanish king in such a way that the king bowed for him right at the time 
the photo cameras flashed.’



What is your beauty secret?
‘Smiling, because it gives positive energy. It is also good for your facial muscles 
and your skin’s blood circulation.’

[captions]

Heneka and Doortje: love at first sight. Black leather chaise longue Aziza by 
Promemoria.

The ethnic necklace was brought home from a trip to Brazil. The shell is a souvenir 
from Gambia. Tray Maxi Tray by Wolterinck.

On a stack of swatches a white porcelain swan by Salvador Dalí. RIGHT: Chair 
Leda after a design by Dalí (Bd Ediciones). The chess board is one of the first 
works by artist André van Bergen.

Books by and on Salvador Dalí and the Dutch artist Henk Elenga, a good friend of 
the home-owner.

The bedspread is from Indonesia, the handmade carpet from Greece. A drum kit 
serves as a bedside table. 

Chair Bilou by Promemoria is covered in fuchsia pink calf leather.

Iris herself modelled for this beautiful nude study.

The dinner table Erasmo has an inlaid tabletop of sukupiera wood and bronze 
legs. The chandelier Vague Stelle is by Bd Ediciones. 

The table is from a nearby bric-a-brac shop, friends are allowed to scratch their 
names in the top. Accessories by Wolterinck. Chairs Café Large by Promemoria.
  


